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By Nathaniel Hawthorne

Study Guide 

    Chapter 21 thru 24

Understanding the Text

CHAPTER 21 The New England Holiday

1. What is happening that day?  

2. How is Hester dressed?  

3. What is Hester thinking about the letter?  

4. How is Pearl dressed?  

5. What does Pearl want to know?

6. What does she ask about the minister? 

7. What is her reply?  Pearl’s? 

 8. What have the Puritans forgotten?  

9. Who was Roger Chillingworth seen with?  The captain of the ship

10. What does the captain of the ship tell Hester?  

11. Why is the captain surprised by her reaction?  

12. What is Chillingworth doing after she is done talking to the captain?

CHAPTER 22  The Procession

1. Why is there a procession?   

2. Who is in the procession? 

3. What is different about Dimmesdale?  

4. What is Hester feeling as she watches him?   

5. What does Pearl ask?  

6. What does Pearl say next? 

7. What does Mistress Hibbins say to Hester? What does she seem to know? 

8. What does Hester hear of Dimmesdale’s sermon?  

9. What is Pearl doing during the sermon?  

10. Who tries to kiss her?  What does he give her? 

11. What message does he give her for Hester? How does Hester react?  

12. What do the people from the country and the Indians and sailors do to Hester? 

 13. Meanwhile, ironically, what look is being given to Dimmesdale? 

CHAPTER 23 The Revelation of the Scarlet Letter

1. What is the reaction to Dimmesdale’s sermon?  

2. How does the crowd react to Dimmesdale’s talk as the group processes by to the town hall?  3. What causes the shouts to die down?  

4. Who tries to help him?  What does Dimmesdale do?

5. Who else is concerned about him?  

6. What does he do when he sees Hester and Pearl by the scaffold?  

7. What do they do?  

8. What does Dimmesdale tell Hester? 

9. What does he say to the crowd?  

10. What does Chillingworth keep saying?  

11. What does he ask of Pearl? What does she do?  

12. What does Hester ask of him?  His response?  

13. What are his dying words?  

14. How do the Puritans react?  

CHAPTER 24 Conclusion

1. What are the theories about how the A appeared in Dimmesdale’s flesh?  

2. What do some witnesses say about the scaffold scene?  

3. How does Hawthorne address this? 

4. What happened to Chillingworth after Dimmesdale’s death?  

5. How long after this does Chillingworth die?  

6. What happens to his property there and in Europe?  

7. What happens to Pearl and Hester?  

8. What does Hester do several years later?  

9. Where is Pearl?  

10. What happened to the scarlet letter?  

11. What happens when Hester dies?  

12. What is the shared tombstone like?  

Interpreting the Text

Why does Dimmesdale act so strangely upon his return from the forest?

Who else approaches Dimmesdale just as he invites Pearl and Hester to join him near the

scaffold? Why does this person wish to prevent Dimmesdale from mounting the scaffold?
What happens to Chillingworth after Dimmesdale dies? Why does this happen? 
Why doesn’t Hawthorne clearly explain what is one Dimmesdale’s chest?

In your opinion, what effect does Pearl have on Dimmesdale? What role, if any, does she
play in bringing about his confession? Explain your answer.
Literary Elements—The Climax

The Scarlet Letter Chapters 16–24
The novel’s climax occurs in the last third of the book. Each chapter, starting with Chapter 16,

contributes events that lead inevitably to the climax. As you read these chapters, record in the ovals

the significant events that lead to the climax. Record two details that occur after the climax and help

conclude Hester’s story.
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