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Study Guide 

Chapters 9 thru 12

Understanding the Text

1.   What new identity has Chillingworth assumed in Boston ? Why is he successful?
2.    How does Roger Chillingworth come to be Dimmesdale’s personal physician?

3.  How has Roger Chillingworth changed since Hester first knew him?

4. Describe Dimmesdale’s health.

5.  What gesture has become Dimmesdale’s habit?
6. What does Chillingworth suggest is the cause of Dimmesdale’s suffering?

7.   How does Pearl’s behavior in the cemetery express a link between Dimmesdale and Hester?

8.   How does Chillingworth finally discover the cause of Dimmesdale’s suffering?

9.  What reason is given for Dimmesdale’s ability to touch the soul of others?

10.   What effect does public veneration have upon the Reverend Dimmesdale?

11.   What two opposing views do the townspeople hold about Roger Chillingworth?

12.   What secret does Chillingworth believe is buried in Dimmesdale’s heart?

13.   What reaction does Pearl have to Chillingworth when she sees him with Rev. Dimmesdale?
14.  How does Dimmesdale seek penitence?

15.  Describe Dimmesdale’s first vigil on the scaffold.

16.  What meanings are given to the apparition in the sky?

17.   What promise does Dimmesdale refuse to make to Pearl ?
18.  What effect does the midnight vigil have on Hester?

19.  What has Hester’s A come to mean to many of the townspeople?

20.  Describe the changes in Hester’s appearance and temperament wrought by the scarlet token.

21.   In what way has the A freed Hester?

Interpreting the Text

22.  Quote a sentence from this chapter that associates Chillingworth with evil, and explain briefly why this demonstrates the  true nature of Chillingsworth.

23.  What is a leech? What double meaning does the world “leech” have?
24.   Why would Dimmesdale live with guilt and not confess his sin openly?
25.  In what way has the Scarlet Letter “A” freed Hester?

Active Reading

Chapters 5 through 12 move the plot forward by examining each of the main characters in turn. Readers

become more closely acquainted with each character by means of the narrator’s insight into his or her

thoughts and actions. After you read each chapter, write a one- or two-sentence summary, focusing on

what the narrator reveals about the characters. Use as many boxes as you need.
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