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Study Guide 





Chapters 13 thru 16

Understanding the Text

1.   How old is Pearl in chapter 13?

2.  How has the townspeople’s view changed toward Hester in chapter 13?

3. What are the effects of the letter on Hester Prynne over this seven year interval? 

4. What crime has Hester committed which, if known to the Puritans, would have resulted in her death? 

5. What value does Hester place upon her life?

6. What does Hester see as necessary before women would be treated equally in society?

7. What is the meaning of the line, “the scarlet letter had not done its office”?

8. Why does Hester feel responsible for Dimmesdale’s physical condition?

9. What favors does Chillingworth feel he has done for Dimmesdale?

10. Why is Chillingworth even more vengeful towards Dimmes-dale? 

11. Quote at least one line that directly associates Chillingworth with the devil.

12. What does Hester want Chillingworth to do?

14. What revelation is she going to make to Reverend Dimmesdale?

15. What questions does Pearl ask her mother? Why does this trouble Hester? 

16. What story has Pearl heard about the “black man”?

17.. When is Hester untrue to the scarlet letter? 

18. What is the current relationship between Hester and Pearl?

Interpreting the Text

19.   What effect has Chillingworth had on Dimmesdale? Quote a line to support your answer.
20.  Read Hester’s description of Chillingworth carefully. How does she feel about him? 
21.  Describe the scene with Hester and Pearl in the sunlight. What symbolic meaning could the sunlight have? Why does sunlight shine on Pearl and not on Hester? 

22.  What does Hester mean when she says, “Once in my life, I met the Black Man. This scarlet letter is his mark.” 
23.  Why does Pearl think the minister holds his hand over his heart? How is there symbolic truth that Pearl talks about in chapter 16?

24. What does Hawthorne mean when he says that “the scarlet letter had not done its office”?

25.  Why does Hawthorne NOT make Chillingworth totally devilish?

Character Focus

Hawthorne believed that as a man’s heart is so goes his soul and even his appearance. For each of the following characters Hawthorne takes great pangs to creative this philosophy in the text.  Fill out the following charts to demonstrate Hawthorne’s philosophy.

Dimmesdale


   What is the condition of his soul?


Chillingsworth



Hester 



Literary Elements

For each of the following types of irony a) define it and b) give an example of it from chapters 13 thru 16.
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Describe his physical change over the story in relation to the changing condition of his		           soul.








What is the condition of his soul?





Describe his physical change over the story in relation to the changing condition of his		           soul.








Describe his physical change over the story in relation to the changing condition of his		           soul.








What is the condition of his soul?





Situational Irony


Define—











Example –
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Verbal Irony


Define—











Example –
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Dramatic  Irony


Define—











Example –
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