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About the Author:

1. What strict religious background does Hawthorne come from?

2. What two pieces of Hawthorne’s work are considered American classics?

3. Who was John Hathorne?

4. What was the catalyst for Hawthorne’s love of writing and reading?

5. What was it that held Hawthorne back in college form receiving some the highest honors?

6. After college how would you characterize Hawthorne’s life and how might this have impacted his writing?

7. What is meant by “his haunted chamber”?

8. What were the two catalyst behind Hawthorne writing The Scarlet Letter?

9. In what capacity did Hawthorne serve his country under Franklin Pierce?

10. How is the profession of a writer viewed during Hawthorne’s lifetime?

The Custom House

1. Where is the narrator employed? 

2. What is the custom house?  

3. How did he get the job?  

4. What are most of the people who work there like?  

5. What is the “father of the custom house” like? 

6. What is the general like? 

7. What is the narrator taking a break from? 

8. What has changed about his name’s use?  

9. What is upstairs in the custom house?  

10. What does he discover?  Whose papers are they? 

11. What does he find in Pue’s papers? 

12. What are people who work for the government like? 

13. Why can’t he write the story now?  

14. What happens to allow him to write?  

Chapter One – The Prison Door

1. What colony is the setting for the novel? 
2. Where in the colony does the opening chapter take place?


3. For what 2 “practical necessities” did the new colony set aside land?


4. Who is Anne Hutchinson? How does Hawthorne feel about her?
Chapter Two -  “The Market Place”

1. Name 3 crimes and the punishments that the Puritans might witness.


2. What is the relationship between religion and law in Puritan New England?


3. Describe the Puritan women. Use one quote from the book to support your answer.


4. What punishments would the Puritan women have given Hester Prynne if it were left to them?


5. Describe the appearance of Hester Prynne.


6. What is Hester’s sin? Punishment?


7. What is astonishing about the “A” on her bodice?


8. Why is Hester taken to the scaffold in the market-place?


9. What things does Hester think about while she is on the scaffold?


10. How old is her baby?


11. What detail is given to suggest the baby was born in jail? 
Chapter Three—“The Recognition” 
1. Describer the man who is standing on the outskirts of the crowd.


2. What prior reference was made in Chapter 2 that reminds the reader of this man?


3. What gesture does he make to Hester that suggests he knows her?


4. What does the stranger learn from the townsman next to him?


5. Who is the father of Hester’s baby?


6. What is the usual punishment for adultery? Why is Hester’s punishment less severe?


7. What are Hester’s feelings toward the stranger?


8. Who is Bellingham ? John Wilson?


9. What do Bellingham and Wilson want Hester to do?


10. Describe Dimmesdale.


11. What is his relationship to Hester? What does he ask her to reveal?


12. Why won’t Hester name the child’s father? 
Chapter Four—“The Interview” 
1. How does Hester act when she returns to prison?


2. Why does the jailer call a doctor?


3. What is the doctor’s name?


4. Where did the “doctor” learn his skill?


5. Quote 2 lines that indicate the doctor and Hester know each other before this meeting.


6. What is the relationship between Chillingworth and Hester?


7. Why should Hester’s marriage be a failure?


8. Did Hester ever love her husband? Quote Hester to support your answer.


9. What does Chillingworth vow to do?


10. What secret does Chillingworth ask Hester to keep?


11. What symbol is introduced for Chillingworth in Hester’s final lines in this chapter? 
INTERPRETING QUESTIONS

1.  Why does Hawthorne introduce all the main character so early?

2.Why does Hester refuse to reveal her partner’s sin?

3.   Why make the “A” so elaborate as to draw attention to it?

4. What is happening between Hester and the deformed man in the crowd?

5. Explain the blame issue between Hester and Chillingsworth?

Literary Elements

1. Explain how foreshadowing is used in The Custom House to stimulate interest and lead the reader into the story.

2. Explain how symbolism is used in Chapter one citing specific examples and what meaning these symbols have in developing the story.

3. Explain how Hawthorne uses stereotypes to create the atmosphere and the setting for the story.

4. Among the first four chapters there are several instances of irony (situational, dramatic, and verbal) explain how Hawthorne uses this and why he uses it?

Characterization

Hawthorne uses characterization in a double meaning. He gives us physical appearance and insight into the character. For the following characters, give examples of how Hawthorne reveals the character, describes the character, and the double meaning in the descriptors.

Hester Prynne

Chillingsworth
Dimmesdale  
 Reverend Wilson
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