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Scarlet Letter

Alternative Examination

You have missed class on the day I gave the in class test for The Scarlet Letter. This is the test, which you will be taking. This test must be finished one week from the day it is given to you. After this due date the best grade you can make on the test will drop for the next three days until on the fourth I will not take it. This page must serve as the cover sheet for the test when you turn it in. Follow all English departmental standards.

Answer any four of the following questions using quotes from The Scarlet Letter to help prove your answer. Each answer should take no less than two pages typed but no more than three. All typing should meet English Department standards. If the question requires some present day comment be sure to include any sources you use to prove your answer. Each typed answer should begin with the question quoted at the top before starting your answer and should be at least a page and a half to two pages in length I am sure.

1. Explain how the character and actions of Hester exemplify the ideology the Puritans profess.

2. Explain the relationship between Dimmesdale and Chillingsworth and how it evolves over the course of the novel.

3. Choose some literary element such as symbolism, irony, etc… and explain how the author uses this to carry the plot or reveal his ideas.

4. Explain the significance of the woods to the story of The Scarlet Letter.

5. Explain how Hawthorne’s characters in the custom house were designed to give us insight into the character of times in which he writes?

6. Explain how Pearl is the embodiment of everything the scarlet letter comes to symbolize by the end of the novel.

