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Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

The Solitude of Self

Study Guide-- Answer each of the following questions in complete 

sentences unless asked for a list. 

1. Explain what the Protestant idea is.

2. Explain the allusion of Robinson Crusoe in dealing with 

the rights of women.

3. What should a woman have if indeed she is a citizen of the

 United States?

4. What is it that guarantees citizen’s of the United States individual happiness and development that Stanton is speaking of?

5. Explain what incidental relationships of life are and how they bare on the idea of citizenship in Stanton’s argument?

6. What is it that Stanton believes gives every human the right to choose their surroundings?

7. What should a woman’s birth right to self-sovereignty entitle her to ?

8. Explain the concept of self-sovereignty?

9.  Explain the concept of solitude of self.

10.  Explain the concept that nature never repeats itself and use examples to make a case for it being true or untrue.

11.  Take each of the lessons nature seems to teach us and explain it and how nature teaches it: self-protection, self-dependence, self -awareness and self support.

12.  In paragraph 14, Stanton talks about what a woman goes through when she is longer tied to a male. List some of the things that are internal and some that are external.

13. In paragraph 15, Stanton uses several literary elements such as simile, allusion, metaphor, personification to make her point. Find an example of each and list it.

14. In paragraph 16, explain the plight of a sixteen year old girl in Stanton’s mind and make an observation as to whether it is true by today’s standards.

15. What is it in Stanton’s mind that is required of a young mother to be productive member of society?

16. Contrast the uneducated woman to the educated woman.

17. What is the correlation between an uneducated woman and the prince Kraptkin of Russia? 

18.  Explain how individual responsibility affects a person in your mind and in Stanton’s mind? On what points do you agree and disagree?

19. Paragraph 28 will be quoted by Dewey and become the philosophy behind public education in America for the next 200 years. Explain the philosophy and compare that to other countries that say do not allow choice or determine the educational road each person will take.

20. List the arguments Stanton uses to answer the following rhetorical question: “Is it, then, consistent to hold the developed woman of this day within the same narrow political limits as the dame with the spinning wheel and knitting needle occupied in the past?” How do you know it is rhetorical?
21. What is Stanton trying to say in the following statement: “And yet, there is a solitude, which each and every one of us has always carried with him, more inaccessible than the ice-cold mountains, more profound than the midnight sea; the solitude of self. Our inner being, which we call ourself, no eye nor touch of man or angel has ever pierced. It is more hidden than the caves of the gnome; the sacred adytum of the oracle; the hidden chamber of eleusinian mystery, for to it only omniscience is permitted to enter.”
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