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By William Bradford

Study Guide

Vocabulary

We are reading the original transcript as a lesson in the evolution of the American Language. The transcript uses a very archaic spelling that has evolved over time. The words are the same but the spelling has changed. First in the paragraph below convert the archaic words that are bolded into modern American English.

SEPTR : 6. These 1troubls being 2blowne over, and now all being 3compacte 4togeather in one 5shipe, they put to sea againe with a 6prosperus 7winde, which continued 8diverce days 9togeather, which was some 10incouragmente unto them; yet according to the, 11usuall 12maner many were 13alicted with 14seasicknes. And I may not 15omite hear a 16spetiall 17worke of Gods 18providente. 19Ther was a proud and very profane 20yonge man, one of the sea-men, of a 21lustie, able body, which made him the more 22hauty; he would 23allway be contemning the 24poore people in their 25sicknes, and cursing them 26dayly with 27greevous execrations, and did not let to tell them, that he hoped to help to cast 28halfe of them over board before they came to their 29jurneys end, and to make 30mery with what they had; and if he were by any gently reproved, he would curse and swear 31rnost bitterly. But it 32plased God before they came 33halfe seas over, to smite this 34yong man with a 35greeveous disease, of which he dyed in a desperate 36maner, and so was him 37selfe the first that was 38throwne 39overbord. Thus his curses light on his own head; and it was an 40astonishmente to all his fellows, for they noted it to be the just hand of God upon him.123.
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Literary Elements

The main element of this piece is plain style though we will look at how other elements are added to enhance the plain style. Bradford wanted to create a piece that anyone could read and that would become more or less an advertisement for life in the new America. 

Puritan Plain style – a way of writing that stresses simplicity and clarity of expression.

Characteristics of Plain Style: 
1. Use everyday language.  Examples: sundry, divers, hasted, fain, loath, discourse, rogue, and cozen. 
2. Uses simple sentences.  Examples: He told them also of another Indian whole name was Squanto.” 
3. Uses direct statements.  Examples: Fetch them wood, made them fires, dressed them meat, made their beds.”
4. Biblical references.  Examples: “Let them therefore praise the Lord, because He is good; And his mercies endure forever.” 
Rank the following sentences from simplest to most ornate where 1 is the simples and 5 is the most ornate: 

_____ a. The sun peered over the dewy hillside.

_____ b. The golden sunlight kissed the hillside’s tender grass like a welcome friend.

_____ c. The sun rose over the hillside

_____ d. The heavens opened in golden glory as dawn’s first  glimmering showered its holy radiance upon

  the bowed heads of the tender green grasses on Nature’s hillside. 

_____e. Apollo’s fiery orb rose over the hillside.

Find me at least two examples of plain style in the text.

1.

2. 

Speculate as to why plain style is more conducive to speaking to the average person that might consider coming to America as opposed to a more ornate or sophisticated approach to telling about the new America.

Understanding the Text

For each of the following, choose the answer which best completes the statement or answers the question.

____ 1. Bradford begins the story by suggesting that 

a) something has caused all to have to be place on one ship

b) something has happened that has caused the ships to combine sundries

c) something has happened to cause the  ships to rearrange passengers

d) the colonist have chosen to travel aboard one ship together

____ 2. Bradford suggests that the death of the young sailor was

a) a moment of great sorrow because he was greatly admired

b) an act of God for his transgressions committed against God’s people

c) An act of God for his lack of Faith

d) A gift of providence because he was sickly man that might have gotten them all sick

____ 3. The stormy seas take their toll on the ship and the mainsail mast cracks. What happens?

a) the puritans have to take over the ship and repair it.

b) The crew believes they should turn back but the puritans persuade them to trust God and go on

c) The puritans use things they have brought to fix the ship and continue on

d) The ships crew is determined to finish the voyage and persuade the puritans to continue.

____ 4. Bradford points out a life changing event in the eyes  of the puritans. What happens?

a) the ship survives a terrible storm

b) the ships crew is caught in a terrible storm and turn to God who delivers them

c) a young seaman almost loses his life and turns to God believing He has saved him

d) the puritans believe that the storms are punishment for the crews ungodly actions 

____ 5. The colonist are resolved to stay at Cape Cod because

a) God has made this apparent because of dangers involved in moving 

b) The captain refuses to move the ship because of the weather

c) They have arrived late and need to get prepared for the winter 

d) The people are sick and need fresh water and food 

____ 6. Despite what in Bradford’s mind -?- the Puritans still praise God for this wonderful place.

a) Are an unfriendly welcoming by the natives

b) Are an unholy ships crew

c) Are conditions not conducive to normal living conditions

d) Is the worst location for a settlement

____ 7. The Puritans arrive in America at what time of year?

a) the close of spring and beginning of summer

b) the close of summer and beginning of fall

c) the close of fall and beginning of winter

d) the close of winter and beginning of spring

____ 8. Bradford suggests that the ship’s crew is

a) in a hurry to leave

b) getting ready to spend the rest of the year with the settlers

c) preparing to take the colonist elsewhere if they cannot find a suitable place to live

d) is preparing to become the military leadership for the colonist

____ 9. What did Bradford see as the sustaining thing in the Puritan’s life that would see them through?

a) their ingenuity and planning

b) their English culture and shear stubbornness

c) their faith 

d) the plentiful ness of resources

____ 10.  Who decides to go ashore in spite of warnings and orders otherwise?

a) Captain Standish

b) Governor Bradford

c) The ships crew

d) The puritans 

____ 11. The first encounter with the natives ends with

a) the landing party retreating to the ship

b) the natives running away

c) the natives attacking the landing party

d) the landing party meeting the natives and staying with them for the evening

____ 12. As the landing party moves up into the country they encounter

a) resistance from the natives

b) brush to thick to make a home in

c) several places where natives have made homes in the past

d) what appears to be the home of a European settlement of the past

____ 13. When the landing party returns the first time they are -?- at the prospects for a settlement.

a) discouraged by the lack of resources

b) encouraged by their relationship with the natives

c) encourages by the seeming limitless resources

d) discouraged because there is very little area cleared for homes and the area is not defendable

____ 14. What does the second landing party find that makes them believe this is where God wants them.

a) fresh water and fish

b) an inlet where the shalop can harbor

c) corn seed

d) homes that they can live in

____ 15. In exploring the shoreline the landing party after spending the night on the beach are 

a) decided to return to the ship and report what they have found

b) are discouraged because they are unable to find fish to eat

c) become overly cautious because of wolves that surrounded them in the night

d) are attacked on the beach by the natives for the first time

____ 16. The landing party survives the attack

a) but lose some of their men

b) but the shalop is severely damaged

c) with no injuries or casualties

d) and capture one of the natives named Squanto

____ 17. The landing party on their return encounter a storm that

a) reeks havoc on the shalop

b) makes them believe God is punishing them

c) cause the sailors and the puritans to turn on each other

d) causes them to lose all hope of getting back

____ 18. The first governor of Plymouth Plantation was

a) Miles Standish

b) John Carver

c) William Bradford

d) William Byrd

____ 19. Within 2 to 3 months how much of the company had died?

a) 26

b) a fourth

c) half

d) third

____ 20. The illness is so severe that the survival of the colony at all is credited to 

a) the Indians

b) Miles Standish

c) William Brewster

d) Both Miles Standish and William Brewster

____ 21. Who engineered the peace between the natives and the colonist?

a) Sameset

b) Squanto

c) Massasoyt
d) Standish
____ 22. Who is it that is directly responsible for the prosperity of the colony after surviving the sickness?

a) Carver

b) Samset
c) Standish
d) Squanto
____ 23. When the second wave of colonist comes, they are hesitant to stay. What gets them to stay?

a) they meet Squanto and believe the peace is sincere

b) the captain tells them if it does not work out he will move them to Virginai

c) they see that there is plenty and loose their fear
d) they let their ambition get the best of them 
____ 24. What does the second group have in common with the first group.

a) they are eager to get to work

b) they are ill prepared and supplied for the endeavor

c) they are not ready to deal with the natives

d) they are bold in their efforts to make the plantation work

____ 25. Mr.Weston is 

a) a financier of the expedition

b) the captain of the ship that brought the colonist

c) the Governor that takes Carver’s place

d) the King’s consultant on expeditionary exploits

 Interpreting the Text

26. One of the main reasons for the Puritan’s determination and courage comes from the idea of manifest destiny. Explain how the following passage reinforces this idea of manifest destiny.

Our f aithers were Englishmen which come over this great otean, and were ready to perish in this willdernes; but they eried unto the Lord, and he heard their voyce, and looked on their adversitie, etc. Let them ther f ore praise the Lord, because he is good, and his mercies endure for ever. Yea, let them which have been redeemed of the Lord, shew how he hath delivered them from the hand of the oppressour. When they wandered in the deserte willdernes out of the way, and found no citie to dwell in, both hungrie, and thirstie, their sowle vas overwhelmed in them. Let them confesa before the Lord his loving kindnes, and his wonderfull works be f ore the sons o f men. 125.

27.  Conjecture on why Bradford who is a very educated man decided to write his piece in the Puritan plain style. Make a case for who his audience was and what it was he was intending to accomplish in writing the piece.

28. Bradford draws a comparison between the biblical figure Paul from the book of Acts in the bible and the challenge facing the Puritans. Why this allusion? And what is it that Bradford is trying to make clear for the eventual reader of his work.

“Being thus passed the vast ocean, and a sea of troubles before in their preparation (as may be remembred by that which vente before), they had now no freinds to wellcome them, nor inns to entertaine or refresh their weatherbeaten bodys, no houses or much less townes to repaire too, to seeke for succoure. It is recorded in scriptureas, a mercie to the apostle and his shipwraked company, that the barbarians shewed them no smale kindnes in refreshing them, but these savage barbarians, when they mette with them (as after will appeare) were readier to fill their sids full of arrows then otherwise.”
29. The part where the native Squanto has always been point of contention from the Bradford’s account. The contention comes in that Squanto was once captured and forced to leave his home by Europeans. The question most ask is why would he do so much for this group of people in light of all that had happen to him. Speculate on why you believe he acts basing your answer on evidence from the text.

After these things he returned to his place caled Sowams, some 40. mile from this place, but Squanto continued with them, and was their interpreter, and was a spetiall instrument sent of God for their good beyond their expectation. He directed them how to set their carne, wher to take fish, and to procure other comodities, and was also their pilott to bring them to unknowne places for their profitt, and never left them till he dyed. He was a native of this place, and scarce any left alive beside him selfe He was caried away with diverce others by one Hunt, a mr of a ship, who thought to sell them for slaves in Spaine; but he got away for England, and wa, entertained by a marchante in London, and imployed to New-foundland and other parts, and lastly brought hither into these parts by one Mr. Dermer, a gentle-man imployed by Sr. Ferdinando Gorges and others, for discovery, and other designes in these parts.

30. One of the most quoted and memorable passages in “Of Plymouth Plantation” is just an introduction. Bradford, begins his second chapter by making one of the most profound statements about liberty  and how governments come about as well as what they are founded on in just a few words. He does this in the following passage. Pick this apart and discuss the ramifications of what Bradford says about a people that have liberty and are willing to work together to preserve this.

SHALL a litle returne backe and begine with a. combination I made by them before they came ashore, being the first foundation of their govermente in this place; occasioned partly by the discontented and mutinous speeches that some of the strangers amongst them had let fall from them in the ship-That when they came a shore they would use their owne libertie; for none had power to command them, the patente they had being for Virginia, and not for New-england, which belonged to an other Goverment, with which the Virginia Company had nothing to doe. And partly that shuch an acte by them done (this their condition considered) might be as firme as any patent, and in some respects more sure.130.
