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Section One: Vocabulary 

Words to Know 

Tendency

castes

arbitrary
pecuniary
conduce

impose

Inducement

censure
erroneous
leisure

demagogue

tribunal propensity

Fraudulent
ambitious
enumerate
fluctuate
        mediocrity

Commensurate
licentiousness
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Bottom of Form

Latin

Find the word that meets the idea explained and write it on the blank provided.

_____________________ 1.  This word was originally used in Latin to me “pure” and was used only in conjunction with the wealthy or aristocratic community. The idea being to enclose themselves so as to keep the families pure as among the Greeks many different ethnic groups had begun to intermarry among them. These social groups were so named to keep pure the Greek bloodlines in an effort to gain favor with  the gods. This same ideology would become a part of the India culture as well. The Latin word is castus. 

______________________2. This word originates from the Latin tribus loosely meaning tribe but in the sense of a social group with rules and a code to live by. The word grew to mean more during the height of the roman era because armies were seen as being held to a strict code dictated by the person directly responsible for paying them This person dictated justice alone. The leader that would be in charge was called a tribunum (judge) and in case of investigation would call a tribunus. This was a inquiry but the tribune alone would make the decision of what to do, Therefore the word was adopted by the military to describe a court of investigation.

______________________ 3. This word evolved from the close of the Greek empire when there was tremendous controversy and rivals for power that eventually torn the empire apart. There were to groups of men vying for power. The demo’s, meaning people, mostly made of senators and politicians that drew their power from the mod. The second group drew their power from leadership of armies known as the agogos or chosen leaders. Their claim came from the gods and inherency. This evolved into a person who inherited a political post during the Roman empire. The new politician who knew how to humor the mob and could claim leadership by some divine inherency became known as demosgagos. Today, the word simply has come to be attached to a political figure of some influence.

______________________ 4. This word was originally connected to a person that owned livestock who was called a pecuni. This was the person that actually owned the livestock. Once  a year the kings among the Greeks would make a count of wealth in the kingdom to determine how best to finance their wars, building, etc. This was called a pecunis. Eventually, the Greeks came to call the final count the pecuniarius or the financial condition of the kingdom. Today, the word is simply use to speak of economy.

______________________ 5. This word was originally used by the military, flutus, to describe the flow of the battle, but later came to be used to denote the flow, fluere, of water in relation to providing fresh water for a farm. The use of the word evolved in to  fluctuare, or to indicate how anything flowed or oscillated in relation to something else. Today, the word indicates how something moves  as its Latin equivalent is fluctuates.

Antonyms

Matching- match the antonym to the vocabulary word.

_____ 1. Tendency



a. genuine

_____ 2. inducement



b. counteract

_____ 3. propensity



c. logical

_____ 4. commensurate


d. disincentive 

_____ 5. censure



e. unmotivated

_____ 6. fraudulent



f. excellence

_____ 7. licentiousness


g. inaptitude 

_____8. arbitrary



h. powerless

_____9. erroneous



i. praise

_____ 10. ambitious



j. hard work

_____ 11. leisure



k. parsimony 

_____12. enumerate



l. antipathy

_____13. conduce



m. non-specific

_____14. impose



n. correct

_____15. mediocrity



o. disproportinate

Section Two: Advantages of Democracy

Part I: Understanding the Text

Choose the answer which best completes the sentence or answers the question and place its letter in the space provided.

_____ 1. What group becomes the most respectable in a democracy?


a) the rich
b) the poor
c) the aristocracy
d) the average

_____ 2. How does a person become great in a democracy?


a) by inheritance
b) through honor
c) by their own acts
d) through service

_____ 3. The success of a democracy is dependent on what?


a) the intelligence of the people


b) the veracity of the governing few


c) the ability of the people to accept mediocrity
d) participation 


_____ 4. What part of aristocracies will prosper more stably in a democracy?


a) economy
b) the arts
c) the sciences

d) literature

_____ 5. The democracy actually promotes notions of a more -?- truth than other societies.


a) just
 b) idiomatic
c) moral
d) universal

_____ 6. What is it in a democracy that holds government in check?


a) the people
b) laws

c) unity of purpose
d) the threat of federalism

_____ 7. The general tendency in democracies is to -?- advantages.


a) create
b) limit

c) distribute

d) equalize

_____ 8. A democracy is also the -?- form of government?


a) most efficient
b) cheapest
c) most sanctioned
d) morally trustworthy

_____ 9. Democracies tend to avoid -?- because people can use their vote to make changes.


a) revolt
b) economic upheaval

c) inequality of services
d) censuring

_____10. What type of justice do democracies pay most attention to?


a) distributive

b) legal
c) arbitrary

d) abstract


Part II: Interpreting the Text

Choose one of the following and in a paragraph or two discuss what it is that Cooper is trying to point out and whether a hundreds years later it has been proven to be true. 

11. “Democracies are exempt from the military charges, both pecuniary and personal, that 
become necessary in governments in which the majority are subjects, since no force is 
required to repress those who, under other systems, are dangerous to the state, by their 
greater physical power.”

12. “Democracies being, as nearly as possible, founded in natural justice, little violence is done to 
the sense of right by the institutions, and men have less occasion than usual, to resort to 
fallacies and false principles in cultivating the faculties. As a consequence, common sense is 
more encouraged, and the community is apt to entertain juster notions of all moral truths, 
than under systems that are necessarily sophisticated.”

13.” In democracies, with a due allowance for the workings of personal selfishness, it is usually a

 motive with those in places of trust, to consult the interests of the mass, there being little 
doubt, that in this system, the entire community has more regard paid to its wants and

 wishes, than in either of the two others.” 

Section Three: Disadvantages of Democracy

Part I: Understanding the Text

____ 14. One disadvantage of a democracy is that sometime injustice happens for -?-.


a) everyone
b) the poor
c) good motives
d) no reason at all

_____ 15. A disadvantage of a democracy occurs because it depends on -?-.


a)  financial problems

b) economic turns
c) the select few
d) public opinion

_____ 16. What is a mistake that politicians make about democracies?


a) the smaller the easier to manage

b) the larger the less influence


c) the smaller the more influence

d) the larger the easier to overthrow

_____ 17. Larger democracies are more susceptible to -?- that smaller ones.


a) demagogues
b) the mob
c) political pressure
d) revolution

_____ 18. The greatest danger to democracies is being -?- by those the people have placed trust in.
a) overshadowed
b) mislead
c) misunderstood
d) overindulged

_____ 19. One thing democracies should avoid but rarely do is attempting to manage-?-.


a) human affairs
b) foreign affairs
c) public trusts

d) information 

_____ 20.  A person that does not speak their mind because of mass sentiment is guilty of -?-.


a) a lie by omission
b) public hypocrisy
c) private hypocrisy
d) silent wrongs

_____ 21.  A problem with democracies is there tendency towards -?-.


a) public harassment
b) instability
c) mediocrity

d) majority fallacies

_____ 22. Democracies have a bad tendency to substitute public opinion for -?-.


a) truth

b) the law
c) ambition
d) equal opportunity

_____ 23. One area of public policy that democracies have distinct problems is in-?-.


a)  legislating economy
b) foreign policy


c) legislating justice

d) administering justice

_____ 24. Cooper believes that were it not for the influence of -?-no one would desire a democracy.


a) honesty
b) moral values
c) reason
d) human integrity

_____ 25. What two things have more incentive in a democracy than any other form of 
government?


a) honor and integrity


b) honesty and self-reliance


c) self-efficacy and earnestness
c) detraction and envy

Part II: Interpreting the Text

Choose two of the following and in a paragraph or two discuss what it is that Cooper is trying to point out and whether a hundreds years later it has been proven to be true. 

26. “Were it not for the counteracting influence of reason, which, in the end, seldom, 
perhaps never fails to assert its power, this defect would of itself, be sufficient to 
induce all discreet men to decide against this form of government. The greater the 
danger, the greater the necessity that all well-intentioned and right-minded citizens
 should be on their guard against its influence.”

27. “It is a besetting vice of democracies to substitute public opinion for law. This is the usual  form
 in which masses of men exhibit their tyranny. When the majority of the entire community 
commits this fault it is a sore grievance, but when local bodies, influenced by local interests,
 pretend to style themselves the public, they are assuming powers that properly belong to the
 whole body of the people, and to them only under constitutional limitations.”

28. “Still it should not be forgotten that, with the exception of those works, of which, as they
 appeal to human sympathies or the practices of men, an intelligent public is the 
best judge, the mass of no community is qualified to decide the most correctly on

 any thing, which, in its nature, is above its reach.”

29. “Democracies are necessarily controlled by public opinion, and failing of the means of 
obtaining power more honestly, the fraudulent and ambitious find a motive to 
mislead, and even to corrupt the common sentiment, to attain their ends. This is the
 greatest and most pervading danger of all large democracies, since it is sapping 
the foundations of society, by undermining its virtue.”

30. “When democracies are small, these impulses frequently do great injury to the public 
service, but in large states they are seldom of sufficient extent to produce results 
before there is time to feel the influence of reason.”

**   James Fennimore Cooper   **
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Down


wastefulness		14. specify


deceptive		15. denounce


oscillate		17. free time


random


to lead to a result


10. motivate4


11. mistaken





Across


4. average		18. compel


7. political leader	19. economic


8. incentive		20. inclination


9. adequate


12. social grouping


13. proclivity 


16. court








