

Study Guide

Vocabulary 

Words to Know

Daunted
Ravenous
bereaved

lamentable

parcel



Plunder
Bemoan
affliction

vanity


dispensation

Part A: Synonyms -- find the vocabulary word that best is exemplified by the synonym clue. 
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	Across


	3.

	mourn


	5.

	pack


	7.

	hardship


	8.

	deprived


	9.

	intimidated


	10.

	arrogance



	
	Down

1.

dreadful

2.

indulgence

4.

raid

6.

starving




Bottom of Form

Part B: Antonyms –Match the vocabulary word on the left to the best antonym on the right and place the letter in the space provided.

____ 1.  Daunted



a. rejoice

____ 2. Ravenous



b. humility

____ 3. bereaved



c. unimpressed

____ 4. lamentable



d. protect

____ 5. parcel




e. solution

____ 6. plunder



f. denial

____ 7. Bemoan



g. full

____ 8. affliction



h. unpackaged

____ 9. vanity




i. applaud

____ 10. dispensation



j. laudable

About the Author

For each of the following choose the answer which best answers the question or completes the statement.

_____ 1. Where was Rowlandson born?


a) Lancaster, MA
b) Lancaster, Holland

c) England
d) Ireland

______ 2. Rowlandson’s husband was 


a) a minister
b) rich land owner
c) a ships captain
d) a governor 

_____ 3. Who was King Philip?

a) Wampanoag


b) b) the French ruler during the French- Indian War

c) the son of Charles I who reigned during the French-Indian war

d) Metacom who was only called so by the settlers

_____ 4. Rowlandson was ransomed for how much?


a) 20₤

b) blankets
c) chest of jewelry
d) 20 gold coins

_____ 5. Rowlandson’s book is considered proof of what philosopher’s ideas?


a) Stuart
b) Plato
c) Boethius
d) Heroclitus

_____ 6. What was the original title of Rowlandson’s book?

a) The Soveraignty & Goodness of God, Together with the Faithfulness of His Promises Displayed; Being a Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson, Commended by her to all that desire to Know the Lord's Doings to, and Dealings with Her. Especially to her Dear Children  and Relations.


b) The Captivity and Restoration of the Faithful as Design by the Almighty

c) The Narrative of Captivity of Mary Rowlandson

d) The Nature of Faith in the Face of Uncertainty and Hardship as seen from the Eyes of a Puritan Woman as a Testament to the Glory of God.  

_____ 7.  What trend in American Literature is attributed directly to Rowladson’s work?

a) The Puritanical Doctrine of Manifest Destiny

b) The captivity narrative

c) The Native American  Struggle 

d) See all adversity as edification

Understanding the Literature

____ 7. The Chief Metacomet was responsible for what would become known as


a) The French – Indian War

b) King Phillips War


c) Wampanoag War


d) The Trail of Tears

____ 8. The purpose of taking Mary Rowlandson and her children by the Wampanoag was


a) to punish the encroaching settlers

b) to incorporate whites into thier tribes


c) to punish the spiritual leaders of the whites
d) to ransom them back

____ 9. For Rowlandson and other Puritans events during colonization had the dual meaning of


a) physical and spiritual


b) life and death


c) survival and riches


d) rewards and punishments

____ 10. Rowlandson writes here narrative because she believes 

a) it will help the puritans understand the Indians plight


b) b) it will reveal God's purpose

c) it will reveal the true savagery of the natives


d) d) it will justify any actions the settlers must take
_____ 11. Rowlandson keeps track of time by


a) using the stars


b) keeping track of the days in here bible


c) using the sun


d) using the constellations

_____ 12. What might infer about Rowlandson's state of mind at her child's death?


a) sad but faithful


b) filled with desperation


c) overcome with grief

d) lost her ability to think clearly

_____ 13. What one thing do the natives allow Rowlandson to keep


a) her child’s bonnet

b) her son’s drawing


c) her son’s cap


d) her Bible

_____ 14. What might indicate to Rowlandson that the tribe was not as barbaric as portrayed


a) the tribal ceremonies

b) the way they care for their sick and elderly


c) their worship ceremonies
d) the happiness among the females of the tribal

_____ 15. Rowlandson's captor in "The Fifth Remove" creates a paradox; how?





a) he lightens her load but still continues to torment her  






b) he speaks to her like a human but treats her like an animal  






c) he lightens her load but refuses to feed her 







d) he is kind to her in private but cruel to her in public

_____ 16. The natives saw tobacco as -?- while Rowlandson saw it as -?-.


a) medicinal; fluff
b) necessity; privilege
c) ceremonious; money
d) sacred; evil

_____ 17. Rowlandson was allowed to see -?- during her captivity.


a) her children
b) her husband
c) her home
d) her minister

_____ 18. One thing that becomes apparent to Rowlandson early on is that the natives


a) are willing to be friends


b) are starving


c) are receptive to the gospel

d) are unwilling to share their food

_____ 19. Rowlandson interprets her captivity as 


a) a light to the natives

b) a means to help each culture understand the other


c) a test of her faith

d) punishment for her children’s sins

____ 20. What jobs does Rowlandson do to earn her food?


a) carries wood and skins animals

b) sews hides and prepares food


c) cares for children and knits

d) sews and knits

_____ 21. Which of the following events occurs first?

a) Rowlandson is reunited with her daughter



b) Rowlandson learns to eat bear meat


c)   Rowlandson cares for her sick child



c) One of the American Indians gives Rowlandson a Bible

_____ 22. In this section, Mary Rowlandson's main intention is to

a) write a best seller

b) analyze another culture

c) arouse hatred toward the Wampanog

d) show how her experience revealed God's purpose

_____ 23. Rowlandson primarily draws strength from

a) her desire to return and tell her story to the puritans

b) her belief in Gods ultimate purpose

c) the medicine that sympathetic woman gives her

d) her desire to avenge

_____ 24. Which of the following events occurs last in the narrative?

a) Rowlandson's master leads her to her son

b) Rowlandson's child dies

c) Rowlandson enters the wigwam

d) Rowlandson helps carry an American Indian on a bier.

_____ 25. The group that captures Rowlandson is forced to keep moving because of its


a) English pursuers

b) need for food


c) treaty with the colonists

d) religious practices

_____ 26. Why do the Indians attack Rowlandson at the beginning of the story?

a) Because God is teaching the Puritans a lesson

b) Because the Native Americans hate the whites

c) The Native Americans blame the Puritans for their burning their homes

d) The Native Americans believed there poor conditions they lived in were a result of the Puritans.
Literary Elements

Setting the Tone and Mood – The Introduction

TONE: The attitude of an author, as opposed to a NARRATOR or PERSONA, toward her subject matter and/or audience. Tone is closely linked to MOOD, but tends to be associated more with VOICE. The tone of Theodore Roethke's poem My Papa's Waltz--about a boy and his drunk father--for example, is sad, sentimental and IRONIC. 

MOOD: The atmosphere that pervades a literary work with the intention of evoking a certain emotion or feeling from the audience. In drama, mood may be created by sets and music as well as words; in poetry and prose, mood may be created by a combination of such elements as SETTING, VOICE, TONE and THEME. The moods evoked by the more popular short stories of Edgar Allen Poe, for example, tend to be gloomy, horrific, and desperate. 

For each of the following questions answer in complete sentences and as completely as possible citing from the reading as proof for your answer. (Without citing you can only receive half credit even for a correct answer.)

27.   What words would you use to describe the opening paragraph?

28.    How does Rowlandson describe the Indians? List some of the adjective and noun combinations. How do these 
add to setting the mood for the piece?

29.   Note examples of where Rowlandson stops her narrative and injects (or “graphs”) religious commentary on 
God’s will into her narrative. How do you account for these graphs? Are these graphs digressions or an integral 
part of the narrative? How do these add to setting the tone and the mood for the story?

30.   Why does Rowlandson express that she would rather be killed than captured?

31.    Rowlandson often quotes from the book of Job. Why would this book of the Bible be of interest to her? How 
fitting is it to setting the mood and the tone for the piece?

32.   What exactly does she mean by a “remove” and how might this be considered a reminder to the reader of the
 mood set by Rowlandson for the story?

allusion (a-LOO-zhuhn):  a reference in a literary work to a person, place, or thing in history or another work of literature. Allusions are often indirect or brief references to well-known characters or events. Specific examples of allusions can be found throughout Dante’s Inferno. In a passage, Dante alludes to the Greek mythological figures, Phaethon and Icarus, to express his fear as he descends from the air into the eighth circle of hell. He states: 

I doubt if Phaethon feared more - that time 
he dropped the sun-reins of his father's chariot 
and burned the streak of sky we see today - 

or if poor Icarus did - feeling his sides 
unfeathering as the wax began to melt, 
his father shouting:  "Wrong, your course is wrong" (Canto XVII: 106-111).

Allusions are often used to summarize broad, complex ideas or emotions in one quick, powerful image. For example, to communicate the idea of self-sacrifice one may refer to Jesus, as part of Jesus' story portrays him dying on the cross in order to save mankind (Matthew 27:45-56). In addition, to express righteousness, one might allude to Noah who "had no faults and was the only good man of his time" (Genesis 6:9-22). Furthermore, the idea of fatherhood or patriarchial love can be well understood by alluding to Abraham, who was the ancestor of many nations (Genesis 17:3-6). Finally, Cain is an excellent example to convey banishment, rejection, or evil, for he was cast out of his homeland by God (Genesis 4:12). Thus, allusions serve an important function in writing in that they allow the reader to understand a difficult concept by relating to an already familiar story. See A Handbook to Literature, Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. Stacey Ann Singletary, Student, University of North Carolina at Pembroke 

 Rowlandson uses a number of allusions throughout the story. Each time she uses them for a specific purpose and in nearly all are alluding to some person, incident, or passage from the Bible. Find in the reading five biblical allusions in the reading. (Cite your findings). For each of the allusions, a) explain what the allusion is, and b) what is Rowlandson saying in using the allusion.

33.  a)


b)

34. a)


b)

35. a) 


b)

36. a)


b)

37. a)


b)

Chronological Order

CHRONOLOGY (Greek: "logic of time"): The order in which events happen, especially when emphasizing a cause-effect relationship in history or in a narrative.

38.  Put these events in chronological order:

____.
Mary Rowlandson’s master leads her to her son.

____.
Mary Rowlandson’s child dies.

____.
Mary Rowlandson enters a wigwam.

___
.
Mary Rowlandson helps carry an American Indian on a bier.

39. Put these events in chronological order:

____.
Mary Rowlandson is reunited with her daughter.

____.
Mary Rowlandson learns to eat bear meat.

____.
Mary Rowlandson cares for her sick baby.

____.
One of the American Indians gives Mary Rowlandson a Bible.

Chronology is also based on cause/effect relationships. For each of the following explain the cause/effect relationship that exists between the events.

40.  The captor of Rowlandson  gives her a Bible. What is the effect of this action?

41. The Native Americans take care of their people who are sick? What is the effect of this on Rowlandson?

42.  The effect is that Rowlandson is restored to her family. What is it that causes this?

Critical Thinking Skills

For each of the following make citations from the story and explain your choice in each instance.

43. Give evidence that Rowlandson views herself on a transformative journey.

44. What is it that the forest comes to symbolize in the story and second for Rowlandson?

45. What is Rowlandson’s vision of God as expressed in her narrative?

Making Connections

 Read the following Short Story Narrative.

Suzannah’s Story

 It seemed as if we had been walking for months when it was only weeks. When had we become separated from the rest of the Deerfield party?  How had it happened?  “Suzannah!”  I could still hear my sister’s terror-stricken voice calling me, but I could barely remember all the details.  It was hard enough trying to keep warm on this march.  Will I ever be warm enough again?  Out here, surrounded

by an early fall snow and nothing but forests and the sounds of strange animals, it seems doubtful.  Everything in my life is doubtful, now.  I doubt that I will survive this journey north; look how many already were massacred by these red barbarians!  Poor little James, he never had a chance.  He will never see his fourth month, and here I am complaining about the cold.  “I am one of the lucky ones,”

she said aloud to herself.  Her “master” was kinder than most.  Another would have sliced her slim body to pieces on the spot and never looked back.

About the fall, I can’t help it if I am ungraceful, especially in these unknown, snow-covered woods.  How was it my fault that my moccasin caught between two tree roots, tripped me, and stuck fast?  I couldn’t be expected to go shoe-less, now could I?  The other Braves seemed to be telling Hawk of Many Colors that he should just kill me and be done with it, the burden that I was, and go on.  Hawk of Many Colors indicated that I was young (barely 18), and too valuable as a cook and a beast of burden; I would fetch much when redeemed. Me, a beast of burden?  That hadn’t happened yet, but he did save my life, and my shoe, what there was of it. 
 So he actually pulled the roots apart and gently lifted my leg out from under them.  We were so close that I could feel his breath on me and inhale the strong, masculine scent of him.  It was warm and scented with pine, like the trees we were trooping under.  While he worked on my foot, trying to get some circulation back into it, I looked closely at the smooth, burnished skin of his face, for the first time noticing his long, almost girlish eye-lashes, concealing almost greenish-hazel eyes, speckled with amber and gold flecks.  I literally found it difficult to breathe.  For a split second it was hard to remember that he was the enemy and had been part of the group that murdered my friends’ children.

 I had enjoyed an untroubled existence until that terrible day.  My parents, both devoted, God-fearing Christians were both loving and strict with my sister Mary and me.  As the elder of the two, I had been the leader, but Mary was my  dearest companion and confidante, and being ripped from her side was even more wrenching than the separation from my parents.  Then there was baby James—the

only palpable reminder I had of my dear departed husband James.  We’d been married on my seventeenth birthday but I’d know him since I turned thirteen.  For three years I sneaked glances his way on the Sabbath.  I tried my best not to do this during services—only satisfying my greedy eyes afterwards on the lawn during the family greeting time.  “He likes you,” Mary had whispered to me more than once.  At eleven, she was unafraid of contact with a young man and she moved easily to him, conversing about the weather, her newest flock of baby chicks, and his opinion on this year’s crops.   

In their turn, my parents invited James to Sabbath dinner.  Being a young bachelor, many Goodwives invited him to their homes on the Sabbath.  As Mary drew James into conversation, I listened shyly.  His eyes were so blue and his smile made me feel like I was melting inside.  When he first asked me to go walking after a Sunday dinner I nearly fainted and could barely whisper, “Yes.”  In the kitchen I could see Mary jumping up and down, Mother trying to subdue her.   

Throughout the next two years we never spent a Sunday apart.  Gradually, Mother began inviting James to midweek supper before the evening prayer meeting.  We were married on a sunny morning in June and soon after I was visited by the sickness that can only mean one thing: I was to be blessed with a child from God.   
It seemed impossible that all of this had happened to me in my short life.  James had been captured even before little James was born.  At first we hoped for his redemption, but news trickled back, a little at a time, and, at last we were told he had perished.  How cruel!  Yet, this was but another trial for a good Christian wife to endure.  My parents lovingly cared for me while I was awaiting the birth

of my child.  Mary was all sweetness and concern, and despite my sorrow at James’ passing, I found myself hopeful. 
James was born in late spring.  I was delighted to see his father’s blue eyes and ready smile.  Life was regenerating and I, too, felt some renewal.  I would dedicate my life to little James and the glorification of God.

Then, just three months later, Deerfield was attacked.  My parents and sister were taken away; I saw many neighbors led away and many others killed. That’s when Hawk of Many Colors saw me and kept me aside from the rest of my family.  I was clutching baby James to my breast and would not put him aside despite the demands of the savages.  Hawk of Many Colors came near and looked

at the sweet babe.  He said something to the others who grunted and turned away.  Then, Hawk of Many Colors swept me and James up into his arms and carried us off.  James continued to sleep peacefully and I willed myself to remain calm and not scream so as to not terrify the baby. 
I kept asking for my parents and my sister, but those I asked just looked at me stonily and either kept silent or shouted at me.  It was some time before I began to understand their language.  The first night we camped, Hawk of Many Colors wrapped me and James in a buffalo robe and made a place for us near the fire.  He sat farther off, watching us.  That’s when James began to cough.  It was

heartrending.  He would turn blue from coughing until I thought he would die then he would stop and pink up again and seem fine.  I was terrified the savages would take baby James and use him for target practice, but every time one of them came near, Hawk of Many Colors would yell at him and the savage would retreat.   

By the fourth day, little James never stopped coughing and would not nurse.  Hawk of Many Colors gently took him from me, my eyes streaming, and tried to give him some liquid from a pouch.  This medicine made the coughing stop, but James still would not suck.  Eventually, I drifted into a kind of sleep, still cradling James. 
I awoke with a start, suddenly aware that my arms were empty.  All was silent; there was no sound of a baby coughing.  I started to wail and Hawk of Many Colors was instantly by my side.  He led me to where some squaws were preparing baby James for the grave.  He was washed and dressed in furs and feathers with the most angelic smile on his face.  He was indeed an angel now.  I prayed thanks to God for relieving him from his suffering and rejoiced that he might be at God’s right hand and be meeting his earthly father for the first time. The picture of my dear husband and sweet baby together in the hereafter was a painful comfort and I nearly fainted with the thought of it. 
Later, Hawk of Many Colors led a burial ceremony that moved me greatly.  While I prayed my Christian prayers, my captors paid respects to my lost babe in their own way as if he were one of their own.  I have since learned how peculiar this was; white babies were never treated this way by the savages.  It was only because of the power and respect that Hawk of Many Colors commanded that this was done for my child.  At the time I had no idea how grateful I should have been.

It has been several months now since that sad time.  My milk was dried up soon after one of the squaws made me drink some bitter-tasting mixture.  They now treat me with some deference because of Hawk of Many Colors.  I think I am lucky that he has no squaws of his own or I might have been torn to pieces by them.  I think he would like for me to become his squaw.  I think well of him and

he is handsome, brave, and strong.  But I cannot turn away from my God even though I feel that I could turn towards this powerful but gentle warrior.  I pray to God daily for continued strength to keep going for however long this earthly trial demands.  Glory unto God!

Fill out the chart below comparing the Rowlandson story and the Suzanne Story.














Main items from the Rowlandson Story





Main items from the Suzzanne Story





S=same


D=different





1 Rowladson uses many allusions from the bible to make inferences





Refers to the Bible and her faith infrequently





D
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