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Vocabulary

Antipathy
iniquity
obscurity
ostentatious
pensively
plausibility 

Portend
resolute
sagacious
semblance
perturb

melancholy

Prodigy
celestial
eccentric 


Antonyms






Latin

____ 1. visible



a. antipathy

____________ 1. This word has it origins

____ 2. wavering


b. iniquity

in the name given to a wise person under

____3. unthinkingly


c. obscurity

Alexander the Great which was Sagia. The 

____ 4. idiot



d. ostentatious

word ends in the ious (ias) or to act as if

____ 5. implicit


e. pensively

so the word actually means to act as if one is

____ 6. sane



f. plausibility

wise.

____ 7. impression less

g. portend

____ 8. goodwill


h. resolute

_____________ 2. This word was first used 

____ 9. earthly


i. Sagacious

describe Alexander the Great as a student of

____10. improbable 


j. semblance

Aristotle. He was known as a pragami or 

____11. leave alone


k. perturb

image of . The word mutated during the early

____12. goodness


l. melancholy

days of the church to speak of children whom

____ 13. happy


m. prodigy

were trained by the papacy or pragidium.

____ 14. foolish


n. celestial

Because these children were determined to be

____ 15. modest


o. eccentric

of genius nature the word eventually was used 









to describe children that showed a particular









talent in a particular area at an early age.

Understanding the Text

1. How does Hawthorne describe the veil? 

2. How do the parishioners react to the veil? 

3. What is the significance of the topic of the sermon? What emotions does Mr. Hooper evoke from his congregation? 

4. What does the “man” mean by saying men are “sometimes afraid to be alone with himself?” 

5. Why does the veil become an appropriate symbol in the afternoon service? 

6. What is the definition of “black”/”white” according to this story? 

7. What does the minister discover about his relationship and the strength of his relationship with his fiancée? 

8. How does Hawthorne use the wind? How does it respond to the veil? 

9. How does the world outside the town react to the veil? 

10. Why is Father Hooper wearing the veil? What do Father Hooper’s final words disclose about his possible reasoning for wearing the veil? 

11. What are some of the various explanations by some of the church members for the veil? 

12. When will all of the ‘veils” be taken away (at the end) according to Father Hooper? 

13. When Mr. Hooper saw himself in the mirror, how did the veil affect him? 

14. On his deathbed, what did Father Hooper say was the real reason children ran from him and people avoided him? 

Interpreting the Text

For each of the following explain what Hawthorne is attempting to express to the reader.

1. “A subtle power was breathed into his words. Each member of the congregation, the most innocent girl, and the man of hardened breast, felt as if the preacher had crept upon them, behind his awful veil, and discovered their hoarded iniquity of deed or thought. Many spread their clasped hands on their bosoms. There was nothing terrible in what Mr. Hooper said, at least, no violence; and yet, with every tremor of his melancholy voice, the hearers quaked.” 

2. "How strange," said a lady, "that a simple black veil, such as any woman might wear on her bonnet, should become such a terrible thing on Mr. Hooper's face!"

3. The people trembled, though they but darkly understood him when he prayed that they, and himself, and all of mortal race, might be ready, as he trusted this young maiden had been, for the dreadful hour that should snatch the veil from their faces.

4.
Mr. Hooper raised a glass of wine to his lips, wishing happiness to the new-married couple in a

 strain of mild pleasantry that ought to have brightened the features of the guests, like a cheerful 
gleam from the hearth. At that instant, catching a glimpse of his figure in the looking-glass, the

 black veil involved his own spirit in the horror with which it overwhelmed all others. His frame 
shuddered, his lips grew white, he spilt the untasted wine upon the carpet, and rushed forth into 
the darkness. For the Earth, too, had on her Black Veil.

5. 
Among all its bad influences, the black veil had the one desirable effect, of making its wearer a 
very efficient clergyman. By the aid of his mysterious emblem--for there was no other apparent 
cause--he became a man of awful power over souls that were in agony for sin. His converts always 
regarded him with a dread peculiar to themselves, affirming, though but figuratively, that, before 
he brought them to celestial light, they had been with him behind the black veil. Its gloom, indeed
, enabled him to sympathize with all dark affections.

Literary Elements 

Symbolism -- a symbol is a word or object that stands for another word or object. The object or word can be seen with the eye or not visible. For example a dove stands for Peace. The dove can be seen and peace cannot. The word is from the Greek word symbolom. All language is symbolizing one thing or another. However when we read the book of Genesis it talked about a few symbols. In the story of Adam and Eve when Eve ate the apple, the apple stood for sin. Another reading Cain and Able. The two brothers stood for good and evil, humility and pride. Cain pulled Able to the fields and killed him. In this it is a hidden symbol. It is showing that Cain stands for the bad and Able stands for the good.

For each of the following describe the symbolism of it in the story and for the reader.

Remembering that Hawthorne called this story a parable. A parable is a story design to teach some truth through symbolism. Look at the following items and simply explain what they symbolize.

1. The Black Veil

2. The Shuddering Corpse

3. Elizabeth

4. Young couple getting married

Writing Element

The parable – A parable is a story design to unveil some truth that is both universal and common to mankind. The parable itself teaches the truth as it unveils it. In not more than 500 words explain this truth and give at least to examples from the story as proof of your supposition.

Across


5. signify


7. conspicuous


10. something hidden or concealed


15. unusual








Down


1. thinking deeply


2. wickedness


3. believability


4. outward appearance


6. strong dislike


8. wise; keenly perceptive


9. down in the dumps


11. extraterrestrial


12. determined


13. troubled


14. wonder








Answers


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


7.


8.


9.


10.


11.


12.


13.


14.


15.








