

Study Guide 

ACTIVITY I:

Answer each of the following questions as fully as you can.

For Discussion and Writing
1. What two groups comprised the passengers on the Mayflower? How were they different from each other? How similar?
2. What events forced the passengers on the Mayflower to write and sign the Mayflower Compact?
3. What facts in the article support the argument that the Pilgrims were democratic? What facts support the view that they were not democratic?
4. What is the most important idea contained in the Mayflower Compact? What are some other ideas it contains?

5. What makes the signing of this document unique in history?

6. What influences might a people acting in this manner have on the world they came from?

7. Explain how the Mayflower Compact is a social contract between all of those living in the new world even if they might not agree with all aspect of it.

8. Explain the concept of self-government and why it is such a novel idea at this time in history.

9. What is a “Civil Body Politic”?

10. What part does economics, distance, and faith play in shifting the colonies from the self-rule to a representative government?

Activity II


Mayflower II
 The year is 2020, and the American spaceship Mayflower II has landed on Mars, exactly 400 years after the first Mayflower reached the New World. Aboard the Mayflower II are a team of scientists and a larger group of skilled workers.
The mission of this voyage is to construct a research base on Mars for scientific observations and experiments. Unfortunately, due to a malfunction, the Mayflower II crash-landed in an area outside that designated for U.S. exploration by a United Nations treaty. This territory is not within the jurisdiction of any Earth nation.

Although the crash disabled the Mayflower II and its radio, all personnel as well as the supplies and life support systems survived intact. The scientists and workers will be able to live in the Mayflower II and build structures outside the spacecraft. They expect a rescue ship will be sent, but not for many months.

Shortly after the Mayflower II crashed, an argument broke out between the scientists and workers. The workers claimed that the whole purpose of the project had changed from scientific research to survival. Since the workers know how to build a survival base, they can take care of themselves. The workers also pointed out that because they are in an area of Mars outside the jurisdiction of the United States, they are not bound to obey the orders of the scientists (or any laws for that matter).

The scientists rejected these views, and argued that they had been put in charge of the project back on Earth and therefore should remain in control until the rescue ship arrives. They also reminded the workers that their superior education and training as scientists make them the logical ones to lead the group in this alien environment.

After wrangling over these matters for a while, the scientists and the workers finally agreed to work out a written compact that would provide the basis for a government until the relief ship appears.

Procedure
1. Imagine you are among a group of men and women stranded on Mars who are separated into two groups.



Scientists (about one-third) 

Workers (about two-thirds). 

2.  Create a chart that will develop the position of the two groups in relation to the following ideas:

· Should there be a single leader or a group of leaders? 

· How should the leader or leaders be selected? 

· Who should make the laws? 

· How should the lawmaker or lawmakers be selected? 

· Should a police force be established to enforce the laws? If so, how should the police force be selected? 

· Should a judge or judges be selected to preside over trials? If so, how should the judge or judges be selected? 

· What general rule should determine how work is to be accomplished? 

· What rights should everyone have? 

3. Now develop a list of goals and objectives for the new society for each of the sides.

4. Looking at the answers to the above questions, the information on the chart, and the goals of each segment of the society develop a Mayflower II Compact.


5. After you develop the Mayflower Compact II discuss in a brief essay the inequalities that must occur in order to achieve the goals and the greater good for the new society.

ACTIVITY II:

The site below will lead you a passenger list of the people that came over on the Mayflower. There are other places on the Internet to find information about these people as well. You are to choose a person from the Mayflower and examine them.

http://www.mayflowerhistory.com/Passengers/passengers.php
In a brief essay, answer the following questions about the person you have chosen:

1. Make inferences and if you can describe what kind of person you believe they were.

2. Make some inferences and explain in some manner why they made this journey and what their expectations were.

3. Take the character of the person you have chosen and write a letter to future generations and make them understand what your expectations are for them and this new experiment you have embarked on.

