
By Arthur Miller


For this paper you will be asked to examine one of the following themes presented in the play.

human cruelty vs. righteousness


Justice vs. Retribution and Revenge
Godliness vs. Worldliness



Ignorance vs. Wisdom

Unity vs. Exclusion




The Puritan Mythos

Order vs. Individual Freedom


Social Contract vs. Objectivism

You may choose any one of the themes above or make a case for one of your own. For this assignment, you will make a critical analysis of the play for the chosen theme and its application to the world we live in today. In the analysis, you must accomplish all of the following:

· In some detail using quotes from the play demonstrate an understanding of the theme and its implications in the play. 40 pts.

· Clearly define for the audience what each of the competing ideas are in terms of the play. 30 pts

· Clearly make the connection between the play theme in its era and the reason for writing play in Arthur Miller’s era.  30pts

· Connect the theme to both the mood and the tone you believe Miller is striving for in the play. 40pts

· Clearly establish how the theme affects the plot and plot twists in the play. 30pts

· Clearly establish how the theme affected the characterization Miller uses in the play. 30pts

· Finally, make a real life application of the theme to what is happening in the news. 40pts.

To do this you may use a variety of options. 

· Write a paper. 12 pt NTR font, double spaced not to exceed 2500 words but must meet all criteria

· You may prepare a power point presentation

· You may develop a web site 

· You can develop a web quest

· You can suggest something to me but it must be approved first if it is not on this list
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	CATEGORY
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	Score

	Quotes and Understanding
	exceeds
	Uses quotes to demonstrate understanding of chosen theme, quotes are important to understanding, demonstrates how theme is incorporated into play, theme is clearly stated and evidence concretely shows understanding of theme as far as play
	Uses quotes to demonstrate understanding of chosen theme, quotes are important to understanding, demonstrates how theme is incorporated into play, theme is clearly stated and
	Uses quotes to demonstrate understanding of chosen theme, , demonstrates how theme is incorporated into play, theme is clearly stated
	Uses quotes to demonstrate understanding of chosen theme, , theme is clearly stated
	no attempt
	 

	Define Competing Ideas
	exceeds
	The competing themes are clearly defined, using quotes, and instanced from the play as well as practical examples and explained well.
	The competing themes are clearly defined, using quotes, and instanced from the play explained well.
	The competing themes are clearly defined, and instanced from the play explained well.
	The competing themes are clearly defined, and explained well.
	no attempt
	 

	Connect Theme to Era and Purpose
	exceeds
	Demonstrates the implication of the theme in the era of the play and the era that Miller was exposing, uses quotes, uses references, and uses notes from lectures, shows and understanding of the connection of theme to era
	Demonstrates the implication of the theme in the era of the play and the era that Miller was exposing, uses quotes, and uses notes from lectures, shows and understanding of the connection of theme to era
	Demonstrates the implication of the theme in the era of the play and the era that Miller was exposing, uses quotes, shows and understanding of the connection of theme to era
	Demonstrates the implication of the theme in the era of the play and the era that Miller was exposing, shows and understanding of the connection of theme to era
	no attempt
	 

	Connect Theme to Mood and Tone
	exceeds
	Makes a statement of the mood and tone, connects theme, uses quotes, provides argument for ideas, demonstrates understanding of tone and mood
	Makes a statement of the mood and tone, connects theme, provides argument for ideas, demonstrates understanding of tone and mood
	Makes a statement of the mood and tone, connects theme, demonstrates understanding of tone and mood
	Makes a statement of the mood and tone, connects theme,
	no attempt
	 

	Connect Theme to Plot
	exceeds
	Connects theme to plot and plot twists, uses quotes, uses evidence, makes an argument, demonstrates and understanding of plot and theme
	Connects theme to plot and plot twists, uses evidence, makes an argument, demonstrates and understanding of plot and theme
	Connects theme to plot and plot twists, makes an argument, demonstrates and understanding of plot and theme
	Connects theme to plot and plot twists, demonstrates and understanding of plot and theme
	No attempt
	 

	Connect Theme to Characteriza-  tion
	exceeds
	Connects Theme to characterization for at least four characters, uses quotes, uses evidence, makes an argument, demonstrates an understanding of how theme affects character
	Connects Theme to characterization for at least four characters, uses quotes, makes an argument, demonstrates an understanding of how theme affects character
	Connects Theme to characterization for at least four characters, makes an argument, demonstrates an understanding of how theme affects character
	Connects Theme to characterization for at least four characters, demonstrates an understanding of how theme affects character
	No attempt
	 

	Connect Theme to Real World
	exceeds
	Connects theme to at least one real world instance that is current and one that is historic using quotes, using evidence, makes argument, demonstrates the ability to connect literature to real world
	Connects theme to at least one real world instance that is current using quotes, using evidence, makes argument, demonstrates the ability to connect literature to real world
	Connects theme to at least one real world instance that is current using evidence, makes argument, demonstrates the ability to connect literature to real world
	Connects theme to at least one real world instance that is current using evidence, demonstrates the ability to connect literature to real world
	No Attempt
	 

	Total Points
	
	 

	Total Points x 10
	
	 

	Letter grade
	 
	280-252 =A   
	251-224 =B
	223-196 =C
	195-168 = D
	167 down F
	 



Notes :








