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Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Understanding the Text

____ 1. What is it that makes even a wrong thing seem right?

a) the long habit of not thinking a thing wrong

b) the closed minded ness of the average person

c) the belief that government cannot be wrong

d) the belief that everything will always turn out right no matter how wrong it seems.

____ 2. How does government negatively affect society?

a) by allowing the rich to be favored over the poor

b) by allowing the unjust to usurp the just when advantageous to the government

c) by restraining societies vices

d) by making laws that require allegiance to one person 

____ 3. What is the true design of government?

a) to compel obedience from the public

b) to create security for society

c) to make laws that concerning commerce

d) to create a noble society

____ 4. What is one thing government can supply to a group of people dwelling together?


a) the defect of moral virtue

b) the moral conscience 


c) the moral bounds


d) the moral groundwork

____ 5. In speaking of government Paine believes that a representational government will provide

a) creates the best possible situation for the people and government

b) creates problems that can only be overcome by constant reelection

c) creates difficulties but is the lesser of two evils

d) is the worst possible situation for the people and government 

____ 6. What is that Paine believes checks monarchies and governments?


a) the law
b) benevolence
c) the people

d) the constitution

____ 7. Where does government strength lay?

a) in its ability to govern

b) in the mutual and natural support of the governed and the government

c) the ability of a government to secure its borders

d) the ability of the governed to control the government

____ 8. Which of the following is not an absurdity of Monarchies?

a) excluding a man from information

b) empowers a man to make grievous decisions 

c) the King is a representative of the government

d) being king shuts him off from the world

____ 9. Where does Paine believe the idea of kings come from?


a) religious leadership


b) military influences


c) heathen influences


d) God

____ 10. To what does Paine refer to demonstrate the controversy of monarchies?


a) history
b) the Bible
c) philosophy

d) common sense

____ 11. What is Paine position on hereditary succession?

a) there is reason but no substance


b) there may have been some reason in the past but it is over

c) blood lines are important to keeping the ethnicity of a nation purged

d) birth is not enough to place one person above another

____ 12. Hereditary succession has in it which of the following

a) nature of oppression

b) the nature of stability

c) the nature of instability

d) the nature of loyalty

_____ 13. Which of the following is a fallacious argument about the American relationship with Britain?

a) a relationship built on friendship is still possible

b) a relationship built on commerce is the best course

c) a relationship built on trust and loyalty is imperative

d) American economy is dependent upon a relationship with Britain

_____ 14. Which is the reason for British protection?


a) attachment 
b) heredity
c) loyalty
d) economic interests

_____ 15. Even though Britain is a parent country how has she treated her children?

a) she has forced her children to seek asylum from her

b) she has been a benevolent parent considering her child’s interest on every turn

c) she has tried to reconcile herself to her children

d) she has only tried to extend a corrective hand to the growth of her child

_____ 16. Paine argues that our alliance with Britain will force us into 

a) conflict with Asia

b) all European conflicts

c) cut our ability to produce goods

d) fall short of becoming a world power

_____ 17. Paine in pointing to the atrocities of the British calls those that still hope for reconciliation


a) patriots
b) good Christians
c) loyalists
d) cowards

_____ 18. Paine feels that legal action 

a) may be the source of reconciliation to pursue

b) even with legal action the hostilities will still come

c) reconciliation through a redress of grievances 

d) arbitration still may offer an avenue for reconciliation

_____ 19. An association with the king will 

a) lead to a better economic system

b) a better perspective in governing the country

c) a negative approach to governing the country

d) lead to better protection during the early years of governing the country

_____ 20. An association with the king will lead to government 

a) by guardianship

b) by proxy

c) by limited vote and dictatorial embellishments

d) guided from experience 

_____ 21. One fear of independence is that it will lead to 


a) aristocratic rule
b) surf rule
c) civil war
d) economic upheaval

_____ 22.  Paine sees having a government of our own as 


a) inevitable
b) risky but necessary

c) a natural evolution
d) natural right

____ 23. What is it that makes the colonies invincible in Paine’s estimation?


a) the army
b) unity
c) our navy
d) in our numbers

____ 24. Which of the following is a good enough reason to go to war?


a) taxes
b) indebtedness
c) honor
d) to protect our posterity 

____ 25. What does Paine claim and nation should have because it promotes unity?


a) a navy
b) oppression

c) debt

d) common enemy

____ 26. What in America is worth the investment and should be seen as commerce?



a) war
b) building a navy
c) hiring out for a navy
d) protection

____ 27. An advantage that America has over any other nation in the world in providing for a government  is


a) her vast resources
b) her navy
c) her army
d) her unity 

____ 28. And interesting idea is that the more a person has -?- the less they are willing to -?-.


a) to lose/ venture
b) to gain/venture
c) venture/lose

d) to have/gain

____ 29. What is it time for according to Paine? Mainly because of our youth.


a) it is time for war


b) it is time for a navy


c) it is time to form a union

d) it is time to become individual state

____ 30. What freedom does Pain address that kings will not tolerate but America needs?


a)freedom of the press

b) freedom of religion


c) freedom of assembly
d) freedom of choice

____ 31. What type of government does Paine advocate for?


a) monarchy
b) aristocracy
c) republic
d) representative

____ 32. Why can’t a mediator be used to resolve the differences between Britain and America?

a) a mediator can only be used in problems between nations and America is not a nation

b) a mediator has to come from a disinterested party and there are none

c) a mediator has to be from the dominate religion and America has none

d) a mediator has to be appointed by the dominate party and America will not allow Britain to choose the mediator

____ 33. Paine believes that a manifesto of American intentions  

a) is the answer to getting foreign aide 

b) should be seen as a last resort

c) can cause more harm than good

d) can only cause foreign prospects to fear us as well

____ 34. Our only hope for foreign aide and trade is to

a) win a war with Britain

b) capture foreign vessels and force them to trade with us

c) declare our independence

d) reconcile ourselves with Britain

____ 35. Until ties with England are broken America will be seen only as 


a) angry petulant children

b) greedy and unwillingly to understand


c) rebels



d) unhappy puppets of Britain

Interpreting the Text

36.  Society in every state is a blessing, but Government, even in its best state, is but a necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one: for when we suffer, or are exposed to the same miseries BY A GOVERNMENT, which we might expect in a country WITHOUT GOVERNMENT, our calamity is heightened by reflecting that we furnish the means by which we suffer. Government, like dress, is the badge of lost innocence; the palaces of kings are built upon the ruins of the bowers of paradise. For were the impulses of conscience clear, uniform and irresistibly obeyed, man would need no other lawgiver; but that not being the case, he finds it necessary to surrender up a part of his property to furnish means for the protection of the rest; and this he is induced to do by the same prudence which in every other case advises him, out of two evils to choose the least. 

What is it that Paine is trying to point out and why are the two evils he is talking about?

37. Secondly, as no man at first could possess any other public honors than were bestowed upon him, so the givers of those honors could have no power to give away the right of posterity, and though they might say "We choose you for our head," they could not without manifest injustice to their children say "that your children and your children's children shall reign over ours forever." Because such an unwise, unjust, unnatural compact might (perhaps) in the next succession put them under the government of a rogue or a fool. Most wise men in their private sentiments have ever treated hereditary right with contempt; yet it is one of those evils which when once established is not easily removed: many submit from fear, others from superstition, and the more powerful part shares with the king the plunder of the rest.
      What is Paine’s argument concerning the hereditary succession of Kings?

38. I have heard it asserted by some, that as America has flourished under her former connection with Great Britain, the same connection is necessary towards her future happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can be more fallacious than this kind of argument. We may as well assert that because a child has thrived upon milk, that it is never to have meat, or that the first twenty years of our lives is to become a precedent for the next twenty. But even this is admitting more than is true; for I answer roundly that America would have flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European power taken any notice of her. The commerce by which she hath enriched herself are the necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is the custom of Europe. 
       Explain Paine’s argument that America’s flourishing is due to its connection with Britain is a fallacy?

39. Men of passive tempers look somewhat lightly over the offences of Great Britain, and, still hoping for the best, are apt to call out, "Come, come, we shall be friends again for all this." But examine the passions and feelings of mankind: bring the doctrine of reconciliation to the touchstone of nature, and then tell me whether you can hereafter love, honour, and faithfully serve the power that hath carried fire and sword into your land? If you cannot do all these, then are you only deceiving yourselves, and by your delay bringing ruin upon posterity. Your future connection with Britain, whom you can neither love nor honour, will be forced and unnatural, and being formed only on the plan of present convenience, will in a little time fall into a relapse more wretched than the first. Explain the argument used by Paine concerning America’s future relationship with Britain?
40. No country on the globe is so happily situated, or so internally capable of raising a fleet as America. Tar, timber, iron, and cordage are her natural produce. We need go abroad for nothing. Whereas the Dutch, who make large profits by hiring out their ships of war to the Spaniards and Portuguese, are obliged to import most of the materials they use. We ought to view the building a fleet as an article of commerce, it being the natural manufactory of this country. 'Tis the best money we can lay out. A navy when finished is worth more than it cost: And is that nice point in national policy, in which commerce and protection are united. Let us build; if we want them not, we can sell; and by that means replace our paper currency with ready gold and silver.  


       Explain how America is in a perfect position to achieve independence that may not come again?
Literary Elements 

For each of the following give the literary element being used.

_____________________ 41. The rich are in general slaves to fear

_____________________ 42. and until an independence is declared, the Continent will feel itself like a man who continues putting off some unpleasant business from day to day, yet knows it must be done, hates to set about it, wishes it over, and is continually haunted with the thoughts of its necessity.

____________________ 43. The social compact would dissolve, and justice be extirpated from the earth, or have only a casual existence were we callous to the touches of affection.

____________________ 44. I'll tell you Friend, he reigns above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of Britain.

____________________ 45. Monarchical governments, it is true, are never long at rest; the crown itself is a temptation to enterprising ruffians at home; and that degree of pride and insolence ever attendant on regal authority, swells into a rupture with foreign powers, in instances, where a republican government, by being formed on more natural principles, would negotiate the mistake. 

____________________ 46. I rejected the hardened, sullen tempered Pharaoh of England for ever; and disdain the wretch, that with the pretended title of FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE, can unfeelingly hear of their slaughter, and composedly sleep with their blood upon his soul.

___________________ 47. The Reformation was preceded by the discovery of America: As if the Almighty graciously meant to open a sanctuary to the persecuted in future years, when home should afford neither friendship nor safety.

___________________ 48. As much hath been said of the advantages of reconciliation, which, like an agreeable dream, hath passed away and left us as we were, it is but right that we should examine the contrary side of the argument, and enquire into some of the many material injuries which these Colonies sustain,

Elements of Persuasion 

What element of persuasion is being used in each of the following instances.

____________________49. Ye that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye restore to us the time that is past?

____________________50. The members of Congress, Assemblies, or Conventions, by having had experience in national concerns,

____________________51.
The colonies have manifested such a spirit of good order and obedience to continental government, as is sufficient to make every reasonable person easy and happy on that head.

_____________________52.
All they now possess is liberty, what they before enjoyed is sacrificed to its service, and having nothing more to lose, they disdain submission.

_____________________53.
But the most powerful of all arguments, is, that nothing but independence, i. e. a continental form of government, can keep the peace of the continent and preserve it inviolate from civil wars.

_____________________54.  But if you say, you can still pass the violations over, then I ask, hath your house been burnt? Hath your property been destroyed before your face? Are your wife and children destitute of a bed to lie on, or bread to live on? Have you lost a parent or a child by their hands, and yourself the ruined and wretched survivor? If you have not, then are you not a judge of those who have. But if you have, and can still shake hands with the murderers, then are you unworthy the name of husband, father, friend or lover, and whatever may be your rank or title in life, you have the heart of a coward, and the spirit of a sycophant.

________________________ 55. It hath lately been asserted in parliament, that the Colonies have no relation to each other but through the Parent Country, i.e. that Pennsylvania and the Jerseys and so on for the rest, are sister Colonies by the way of England; this is certainly a very roundabout way of proving relationship, but it is the nearest and only true way of proving enmity (or enemyship, if I may so call it.) France and Spain never were, nor perhaps ever will be, our enemies as AMERICANS, but as our being the SUBJECTS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

Making Connection with the Text

In  short essay not exceed 750 words make a case for  one of the following;

a. Paine’s greatest contribution is his ides concerning the type of government America  should have.

b. Paine’s greatest contribution is exposing the fallacy of arguments made by those opposing independence.

c. Paine’s greatest contribution is in  making a case that this time for independence is now and it may not come again.

d. Paine’s greatest contribution is his arguments of the inevitability of an independent America
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Antonyms 





____ 1. non-enticing 		a. paradox


____ 2. honesty		b. mercantile


____ 3.attractive		c. specious


____ 4. recycle		d. opulence


____5. pleasant conditions	e. audacious


____6.	unbelievable		f. decency


____ 7. serious		g. ruffian


____ 8. poverty		h. duplicity


____ 9. gift			i. pompous


____ 10.   logical     		j. ravisher


____ 11. libertarian		k. Barbarity


____ 12. correct		l. fallacious


____ 13. required		m. repugnant


____ 14. hero			n. felicity


____ 15. brave			o. eminence


____ 16. ancient generation	p. farcical


____ 17. humility		q. asylum


____ 18. unhappy		r. dominion


____ 19. kindness		s.  prepossession


____ 20. temporary		t. procure


____ 21. ignore		u. succession


____ 22. generosity		v. plausible


____ 23. true			w. inducement


____ 24. leave alone		x. usurpation


____ 25. place not safe	y. plunder


____ 26. clear			z. posterity


____ 27. not in charge		aa. degradation


____ 28.unknown		ab. timorous


____ 29. modest		ac. Avarice


____ 30. one-sided		ad. Recourse


____ 31. cowardly		ae. Obstinate


____ 32. surrender		af. Oppressive


____ 33. good guy		ag. Ambiguous


____ 34. fail			ah. Surmount


____ 35. charity		ai. Impregnable


____ 36. compliant		aj. Reciprocal


____ 37. incivility		ak. Perpetual


____ 38. become part of	al. Extirpate


____ 39. vulnerable		am. pretension








